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42D CoNGREss, }. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
2d Session.

Ex. Doc.
{ No. 320.

SCHOOL PROPERTY OF OTTAWA INDIANS.

LETTER
FROM THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
TRA'SSl\UTTING

Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs relative to the disposition of the
school property of the Ottawa Indians in Kansas, ~tnder treaty of June
24, 1862.
J"C'NE

3, 1872.-Referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be printed.

DEP.ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C., May 28, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report from
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated the 27th instant, together
with the correspondence relative to the urgent necessity for legislation
by Congress, provirling for the disposition of the school property of the
Ottawa Indians in Kansas, arising under the treaty of June 24, L1862,
said Indians having removed to the Indian Territory.
Accompanying said papers is the draught of a bill calculated to accomplish the end in view should the same become a law.
In view of the facts set forth, I deem it of the greatest importance to
the interests of said Indians that the necessary legislation be had before
the adjournment of the present session of Congress.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO, Secretary.
llon. JAJ.\.IES G. BLAINE,
Speaker House of Representcttives.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., May 27, 1872
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from
the Department, of a communication from Superintendent Hoag, of
flate of the 21st instant, together with inclosures, in relation to the
disposition of the school property of the Ottawa Indians, of Blanchard's
Fork and Roche de Bceuf, in the State of Kansas, said Indians having
removed therefrom to the Indian Territory.
This property bas accrued under the 6th article of t.h e treaty con.
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eluded with said Indians June 2±, 1862, (Stat. at Large, vol. 12, p.
1~38,) and was intended for educational purposes. The Ottawas having
removed to the Indian Territory, the property in question has been
rendered useless for the object intended by the treaty.
I therefore concur in the recommendation of Superintendent Hoag,
and the petition of the chiefs and head-men of said Indians, that Congress be requested to authorize the sale of the same, and with that intention I have caused to be prepared the draught of a bill which, in my
opinion, will accomplish the end in view if it should become a law.
Tbe papers referred by the Department are respectfully returned
herewith, accompanied by the draught above referred to, which I recommend be submitted to Congress for its favorable consideration and
action.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. W ALKEH,
Commissioner.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE lNTERIOI~.

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

LawTence, Kansas, Fifthtnonth 21, 1872.
Ron. C. DELANO,
Secretm·y of the Interior:
In pursnauce of my promise to write thee in reference to Ottawa matters, I have
only to say their affairs have assumed such shape that Congress should at once authorize
them to sell their interest in all their property arising from the 20,000 acres set apart
by them in treaty for educational purposes. At least two parties are 1·eady to give them
$60,000 for it when they can receive from the Ottawas a good title; but their treaty
binds it. They should first.be)nvested with power to sell, and the Department should
continue guardian supervision in process of sale and investment. It would be better
that they receive $60,000 clear than to be subject to prolonged and expensive litigation, but proper competition may secure :1 better sale. r.rhey should first have power
to sell, and avail themselves of the advantages of proper competition. I really hope
they will receive t,he favorable aid of the Government, and be put in possession of
their rightful property. Of this valuable property, so generously set apart by them
in 1862 for the education of their youth, not a dollar of it has been enjoyed by them
in the Indian country.
Very respectfully,
ENOCH HOAG,
S Hpel'intendent.

AN ACT for the relief of certain Indians in the central superintendency.

Whereas the members of the tribe of Ottawa Indians, of Blanchard's Forks and Roche
de Bcenf, have presented their petition, earnest,ly requesting that a sale be made of
their lands, premises, assets, and other property in the State of Kansas, and that the
proceeds thereof be distributed in severalty to the present members of said tribe, their
heirs or assigns : Therefore,
Be it enacted b,l/ the Senate and House of Repl'esentatives of the United States of Amel'ioa in
Congress assembled, That the Seeretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directerl. and
reqnired to have an inventory taken of all the lands and appurtenances thereto appertaining remaining unsold, mentioned in the sixth article of the treaty between the
United States and said tribe of Indians, concluded June 24, A. D. 1862, and proclaimed
July 28, 1862, or acquired, held, or controlled under authority conferred by said article,
including any lands, formerl.v trust lands, belonging to said tribe, purchased and held
by the trustees provided for in s~id article, together also with the section of land reseHed under the provisions of said article of the treaty aforesaid for the location of :t
school, and the appurtenances thereto appertaining; also, of all bonds, notes, mortga.ges, moneys, credits, assets, and other proparty arising from sales heretofore made
of lauds mentioned in the said sixth article of said treaty, or from sale of lands purchased
by the trustees provided for therein ; and the said lauds, premises, appurtenances,
bonds, notes, mor.t gages, credits, assets, and ot.her property aforesaid, shall be inven-
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toried and appraised by three commissioners, who shall be appointed by the Secretary
of the Interior. After the inventory and appraisement of said l'Unds, premises, appurtenances, bonds, notes, mortgages, moneys, credits, assets, and other property aforesaid, as herein provided, the Secretary of the Interior shall be, and hereby is, authorized and required forthwith to advertise and sell the same npon such terms and
conditions as he may prescribe: Provided, however, That no bid shall be accepted
which may be less than the appraised value of such premises and other property.
The said commissioners, herein provided for, shall, at the time of making the said
appraisement, also ascertain, determine, and report to the Secretary of the Interior any
legal or equitable interest which any person, association, or corporation may have in
any part of said lands and premises, orin any of the buildings or appurtenances thereto,
together with the value thereof, and from the proceeds of such sales, with the consent
and concurrence of the members of said tribe, their heirs or assigns, the Secretary of
the Interior shall pay over to such party, association, or corporation the value of such
interest, and the balance of the said proceeds of such sales shall be paid to the several
members of the said tribe, their heirs or assigns, pro rata, and in case any of the members of said tribe are minors, then such sums of money as are due, or coming to them
from such proceeds, shall be paid to the guardian of such minors, appointed under the
laws of the State of Kansas.
SEc. 2. That the commissioners to be appointed under the provisions of this act shall
receive compensation for their services at the rate of eight dollars for each day
actually engaged in the duties herein designated, in addition to the amount paid by
them for actual travel and other necessary expenses, and the said sums and expenses
.shall be paid out of the funds arising from the sales of the property herein provided to
be disposed of.
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